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Segment 1: Superstition Wildernes

Printed from the Grand Enchantment Trail website
www.simblissity.net | © Simblissity Ultralight

Segment from to

Length PHX | ABQ Segment Status Season
28.8 mi. 0 finalized & accessible fall, winter, spring
Resources

. ] . Additional maps:
*Overview Map 1: PHX-SUP Tonto National Forest (USFS)

> _ Superstition Wilderness (USFS)
G.E.T. Topo Maps 1-4 visit PLIC website

* Town Guide: Phoenix

*Water Chart

Land managing agency:
Tonto N.F. Mesa Ranger District (480)

g et it 610-3300
*Image Gallery: Album 1

Forest Route 78 at Dutchman Trail #104. First Water Trail #109 at Forest Route 172A. Rogers Trough
Trailhead is accessible by 2WD passenger vehicle. See Trailhead is accessible by 2WD high-clearance vehicles in
Town Guide for directions to here from downtown dry weather, otherwise 4WD required. Two miles east of
Phoenix and Apache Junction. Florence Junction, turn north off US 60 onto FR 357, to FR

172, then right on FR 172A. Bear left at jct with FR 650 and
continue short distance to trailhead, appx. 14 mi. from US
60.

The Superstition Wilderness of Arizona's Tonto National Forest encompasses a unique, diverse, and dramatic landscape
of canyons, mesas, and volcanic peaks, much of it occuring in the lower and upper Sonoran desert biomes with their
equally unusual communities of plant and animal life. As such, this segment is truly a feast for the senses; a fitting place
to begin or end an extended journey on the Grand Enchantment Trail.

Our route follows an extensive and meandering network of foot trails, most of them in basically good condition although
some brush overgrowth (particularly catclaw) as well as vague tread are encountered on less frequented stretches of trail
in the middle of the segment. The terrain is quite rocky and rough overall, with a fair amount of climbing and descending
as the trail negotiates passes between the many steep-walled canyons for which the "Supes" are renowned. Also, with the
exception of one permanent source (Charlebois Spring), water can be rather scarce in dry times, so be sure to carry
enough of it despite the extra packweight. Impromptu campsites are encountered with some frequency along the way, and
the trail at either end of this segment may sometimes be a little crowded, but for the most part hikers can expect a
wilderness experience with plenty of solitude among these mystical and legendary desert hills.

First Water Trailhead may be approached via dirt FR 78, or on foot via a spur trail (signed Dutchman Trail) that parallels
this road from First Water equestrian parking less than half a mile to the west. A self-service pay station is here - required
only if parking a vehicle. (The Forest Service had waived the parking fee as of spring 2007.) First Water Trailhead (no
water available) also has restrooms, an information board, and a trailhead register.
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Segment 1: Superstition Wildernesgs

The Grand Enchantment Trail begins on Dutchman Trail #104, which heads east beyond the register and immediately
enters the Superstition Wilderness. Distant Weaver's Needle is just visible above nearer peaks as the wide trail descends
gently to a junction with Second Water Trail #236 at 0.3 miles. Turn right here, staying on Trail 104, soon reaching a side
drainage, then crossing usually-dry First Water Creek several times in the company of some intriguing cliffs of welded
volcanic ash (tuff). The trail climbs gradually, reaching a low pass and then higher Parker Pass at 2.3, a scenic place for a
rest break. Descending east, the trail jogs briefly north at an old junction, then turns east again to cross the wide wash of
West Boulder Creek at 3.1. A campsite is located on the right, just beyond the braided wash.

Weaver's Needle reappears to the south as Trail 104 reaches a junction with Black Mesa Trail 241 at 3.6, then turns south
toward junctions with Boulder Canyon Tr 103 and Bull Pass Tr 129 in quick succession. Trail 104 now enters dramatic,
saguaro-studded East Boulder Canyon, often with pools of water available about half-way up, the presence of which may
be heralded in early spring by the staccato call of canyon tree frogs. Pass Peralta Canyon Tr 102 on the right. Pay
attention at 4.8 (mapset waypoint 01070) - here our Trail 104 leaves the drainage to the left at a vague, unsigned junction.
(A de facto path continues straight, soon emerging into an open area that has been overcamped in the past.) Our Trall
104 climbs the canyon's east side via a long switchback. The trail reaches Upper Black Top Mesa Pass, then descends
east to a signed junction with Terrapin Trail #234 at 5.6. Continue straight, remaining on Dutchman Trail 104.

Soon pass a mediocre campsite on the right, then cross the drainage of Needle Canyon. Trail 104 now turns north and
briefly enters a "rock garden"” with large, overhanging boulders that provide welcome shade. The trail remains close to the
drainage on its east side, possibly with pools or flowing water available in wetter times, then heads across an open flat to
a signed junction with Bull Pass Trail 129 at 6.8. (Bull Pass Trail heads west, climbs and descends steeply over its
namesake pass, then returns to the Dutchman Trail near MP 3.7 in this segment.) Remain on Trail 104, now heading
east. Look back for final views of Weaver's Needle as the trail contours and descends toward La Barge Canyon, en route
passing a junction with Cavalry Trail 239.

Trail 104 reaches the wide, sandy bottom of La Barge Canyon at 7.1 (waypoint 01100), and turns right, south. The trail
keeps to the west side of the wash, soon passing a good campsite on the left. After more than a mile, the trail crosses the
drainage, with good views north back toward the weathered volcanic cliffs of Black Mountain, then reaches an unmarked
junction at 8.5 (waypoint 01110). Here our Trail 104 turns right, while a side trail continues straight toward Charlesbois
Spring, where it ends. The spring (in true Old West tongue-in-cheek style, pronounced "Charlie Boy") is a surprisingly
deep pool located in the shady drainage, often algae-covered but considered to be reliable even in dry times.

Trail 104 proceeds south, climbing somewhat and passing a junction with Peters Trail 105 on the left. Our trail remains
above the scenic, saguaro-flanked drainage of La Barge Canyon initially, then dips to cross it a few times, along the way
entering a lush area of sycamores and sugar sumac with camping available. A final wash crossing and brief climb lead to
a signed junction with Red Tanks Trail 107 at 9.8 (waypoint 01140). Here, turn left onto Trail 107, leaving Dutchman
Trail 104.

La Barge Spring is located in a lush riparian area to the left a short distance ahead, with a campsite nearby. Look (and
listen) for the spring near the base of the steep embankment across the drainage. Climb the bank to reach the spring
trough, a convenient place to fill your bottles.

Occasional cairns guide the way as Trail 107 - which sees less use than the Dutchman Trail - meanders back and forth
across the creekbed in Red Tanks Canyon, reaching a junction with Whiskey Springs Trail #238 at 11.7. Turn left,
remaining on Trail 107 and soon entering narrow and dramatic Upper La Barge Box. The trail crosses the rocky drainage
to its right (south) side, sometimes with pools of water nearby, then after an awkward little climb returns to cross the
drainage once more to its left side. At this second crossing, look carefully for cairns leading the way ahead and do not
continue up the drainage itself by mistake. The trail climbs steeply away from the drainage on its north side, then contours
eastbound along the flank of the rugged canyon to its head. The Box, flanked by tall rust-colored volcanic cliffs and
densely vegetated with saguaro cactus, is especially impressive when carpeted in wildflowers during wet springs.

Beyond the box, at 13.2, Trail 107 continues straight while our route now turns left (north) onto Hoolie Bacon Trail #111.
This trail climbs somewhat vaguely among prickly pear then descends a bit into the shallow head of Trap Canyon, with a
few shady camping possibilities among the junipers. Several beaten paths may briefly confuse the way ahead. Be
especially careful to avoid continuing straight up the drainage at waypoint 01200 onto an abandoned trail. Our Trail 111
turns right here, possibly as indicated by a small cairn, climbing away from the drainage. The long undulating climb
rewards with spectacular views at a pass along Horse Ridge at 15.5, (waypoint 01210) from which the prominent Four
Peaks are visible to the north, at the southern end of Arizona's Central Highlands region. The trail proceeds down the



Segment 1: Superstition Wildernes

other side, steeply and among loose rock at first. It passes near the dry cement tank of Nighthawk Spring, then enters the
canyon basin of Tortilla Creek. Just after crossing a minor wash, the trail enters a little flat and briefly becomes vague.
Here turn left, possibly following cairns a short ways, and paralleling the wash you just crossed. Our trail soon joins up
with the main drainage of Tortilla Creek (which sometimes has pools), heading northbound. Eventually the trail crosses to
the right side of the drainage, then leaves it. A brief ascent leads to a junction with JF Trail #106 on a wide open flat (17.5,
waypoint 01220).. The 4WD-accessible Tortilla Well trailhead lies a mile or so north of here.

From the trail junction, turn right, south, onto Trail 106. Our route climbs gradually along a wide ridge, now in the
somewhat cooler, Upper Sonoran life zone. After a mile or so it begins to contour, occasionally descending, and reaches
a small drainage containing Clover Spring at 21.3. A small campsite is here, and in wetter times, a few pools in the
potholed drainage a short ways below the trail crossing. (More pools may be found about 0.1 mi. farther down the
drainage.) Beyond, Trail 106 resumes its meandering climb, then at 21.7 drops steeply to the east side of the ridge,
passes through an area rather overgrown with mountain mahogany, and levels out a bit near the head of Tortilla Creek's
drainage (waypoint 01250). Watch carefully for the vague trail as it forks left, bending around to the east. (The right fork
may lead west into the upper drainage of Tortilla Creek, from which a side trail may then lead south to Mullin Spring, as
shown on the topo map, but this is unverified.) Trail 106 then resumes climbing to top out at a ridgecrest trail junction by
an old corral at 22.7 (waypoint 01260). A good dry camp could be made here.

From the corral and trail junction, the JF Trail 106 continues right, while our route turns left, north, onto Rogers Canyon
Trail #110. This trail soon climbs to viewful Tortilla Pass (4600"), then contours downhill before a final switchbacking
descent into the prominent drainage north of the pass. Trail 110 then follows the sometimes brushy drainage to its mouth
at 24.7. Welcome to Angel Basin, a beautiful (and much-enjoyed) grassy meadow with shade trees, camping spots, and
sometimes water in Rogers Creek. Frog Tanks Trail #112 heads left here, while we continue straight ahead on Rogers
Canyon Trail 110.

Rogers Canyon Cliff Dwelling is soon visible across the drainage on its south-facing exposure. This small but remarkably
well preserved site was home to a small Salado Indian community 700 years ago, and is well worth the short scramble to
see it up close. (The more difficult to reach alcove at left contains an intact structure.) Beyond, our trail parallels and
occasionally follows the rockbound drainage of Rogers Canyon, pleasant in its setting of shady live oaks. Trail 110
ascends gradually south, crossing back and forth. It passes an obvious campsite on the right, (and several that are less
obvious, across the drainage on its east side) then finally leaves the drainage on its left bank to end at a junction with
Reavis Ranch Trail #109. Here, at 27.2 (waypoint 01280), the Grand Enchantment Trail joins the Arizona Trall
southbound by turning right onto Trail 109. (Left, northbound on the AZTrail/Tr109, leads in about a mile to the gravesite
of Elisha Reavis, the famed "Hermit of the Superstitions," which may require some effort to locate.)

Following the Arizona Trail / Reavis Ranch Tr 109 south, our route returns to the banks of Rogers Creek, occasionally
crossing it, then climbs to a more open area near 28.5, where the trail passes through a wire gate. If the creek hasn't been
flowing, you may at least find pools of water in the drainage near here. West Pinto Trail #212 (signed) heads sharply left
near 28.7, (westbounders, turn left onto Tr 109) before our Trail 109 reaches the large dirt parking area of Rogers Trough
Trailhead at 28.8 (waypoint 02010), just outside the boundary of the Superstition Wilderness.

G.E.T. Segment 1 Elevation Profile
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Segment from to

Length PHX | ABQ Segment Status Season
17.6 mi. 29 finalized & accessible fall, winter, spring
Resources

. ] Additional maps:
*Overview Map 1: PHX-SUP v tp A Tonto National Forest (USFS)

*G.E.T. Topo Maps 4-6 visit PLIC website
* Town Guide: Superior
* Water Chart

Land managing agency:

Tonto N.F. Mesa Ranger District (480) 610-
3300

Tonto N.F. Globe Ranger District (928)

* Image Gallery: Album 1 T e e e i b a1 402-6200

Trail #109 at Forest Route 172A. Rogers Trough Picketpost Trailhead at Forest Route 310. Picketpost
Trailhead is accessible by 2WD high-clearance vehicles in Trailhead is accessible by passenger car. ~4.5 miles west of
dry weather, otherwise 4WD required. Two miles east of the town of Superior, or 0.4 mi east of marked highway
Florence Junction, turn north off US 60 onto FR 357, to FR milepoint 221, turn south off US 60 onto FR 231. (Formerly
172, then right on FR 172A. Bear left at jct with FR 650 obscure, the turnoff has now been signed "Picketpost

and continue short distance to trailhead, appx. 14 mi. from Trailhead" by the Forest Service.) Follow dirt FR 231 0.3 mi.,
US 60. passing likely defunct Picketpost Windmill, to a junction and

turn left, now on FR 310. Take this road 0.7 mi. to its end at
Picketpost Trailhead, with ample parking. Overnight parking
allowed, but no camping at trailhead.

Although not in officially-designated wilderness, this segment nonetheless makes for a scenic, interesting, and remote extension
southward from Segment 1 toward the very edge of the Superstition Mountains. Section hikers and very strong weekend hikers
may find it convenient to traverse both of these segments in one go, rather than accessing either via the remote trailhead at
Rogers Trough. Segment 2 begins near the upper elevational threshold of the Sonoran desert, climbs a bit higher, but soon
descends rapidly to the low country, touring among lush desert foothills and canyons holding seasonal water. Our route here
follows the Arizona Trail (AZT) exclusively, most of which is located on foot trail, much of it new, in good condition, and little-
used, although you might encounter other hikers, mountain bikers and equestrians in the second half of this segment, especially
on weekends.

From the dirt parking area at Rogers Trough Trailhead, our GET/AZT route begins by heading south on FR 172A. Brown,
carsonite posts branded with Arizona Trail decals may appear sporadically at roadside, a common blazing convention along the
entire AZT portion of our route. At 0.3, reach a 3-way road junction and turn left. (FR 172A continues right here.) Our new road
(FR 650) becomes steep and rough as it climbs, soon reaching good outlooks toward the west. The road then descends slightly
to cross a shallow drainage in lightly forested terrain, before climbing toward a remarkable outlook, with Weaver's Needle visible
below among the complex ridges of the western Superstitions. Farther left in the scene, the waters of the distant Gila River often
refract the late afternoon sun. Picketpost Mountain, approached in Segment 3, is visible beyond Montana Mountain, our near
objective.
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Segment 2: Reavis Cany

At 2.0 (waypoint 02040), by a cairn, just before a road sign for Trail 509 (facing the other way), our route turns right off the road
onto foot trail. This is Reavis Canyon Trail, which is numbered as Trail 580 on a nearby wooden trail sign, rather than 509 as
elsewhere. The trail traverses uphill toward a saddle near the top of Montana Mountain (5,557'), then turns east to pass through
a gate. The town of Superior can be seen in the valley of Queen Creek to the south. Picketpost Mountain and the rugged peaks
of the White Canyon Wilderness are also in view, and beyond them, lone Antelope Peak, which is approached in Segment 5, as
well as the distant Santa Catalina Mountains near Tucson.

The mesquite and grass-lined trail now descends in a long series of switchbacks on the southern flank of Montana Mountain.
The switchbacks number over 30 in total, and are not well represented on the map set, despite what should be an accurate
mileage assessment. Finally, and with potentially sore knees, reach the drainage of Reavis Trail Canyon at 4.4. The tralil
meanders back and forth across the rocky drainage, which may be flowing in springtime or have pools at other times (especially
around 33 22.763 N 111 08.435 W). Short sections of 2009-constructed trail now keep the trail from following the drainage itself
for any length. The trail contours briefly away from the drainage near 6.4, passing through a green metal gate as it descends
again toward the creek, soon reaching an old stone-wall corral where a camp could be made. A small dirt trailhead appears not
far beyond, where our trail reaches Whitford Canyon and a dirt road crossing at 7.9.

Arizona Trail singletrack tread continues across FR 650, first climbing north and east, then, from about 8.5, contouring easily
southward in and out of saguaro, cholla, and ocotillo-dotted gullies. Pass through a wire gate at 9.6, then at 11.2 cross FR 650
again at a well-signed junction.

Our singletrack trail now follows the drainage of Whitford Canyon, first on its eastern embankment, then through a small but
colorful box canyon section where you may find water in wetter times. Beyond, the trail proceeds near the wash, crosses it a
couple of times, and leaves it briefly near a rocky bend at about 12.3. Pools of water may persist down in the drainage near this
bend.

At 12.8 the GET/AZT crosses a 4WD road and then winds up a low ridge, passing through a pair of gates in wire fencing near
13.5. Picketpost Mountain looms ahead as the trail proceeds south along the open, rocky ridgeline, descends beneath a pair of
powerlines, and then reaches a 2-track road at 15.4 (waypoint 02140).

Hikers bound for Superior may prefer to leave the route here (rather than ahead at busy US 60 where the trail crosses it 4.5
miles west of town) and instead follow the quiet 2-track road east toward town. (Keeping right as the road forks, you'll reach a
defunct railroad grade in 0.8 mile. Join it until another dirt road parallels it on the right. This becomes a gas pipeline utility road,
which you'll follow until a gate near the highway. Pass through the gate and join US 60, following its generally ample shoulder (or
dirt shoulder beyond) about 1.5 miles into Superior.)

From the 2-track crossing at 15.4 on our route, continue south through a camp-friendly flat, walking beneath another powerline,
then crossing the defunct Magma railroad line to reach gravel FR 357 (Hewitt Station Rd) near 15.9 at a small trail parking area.
Beyond, walk through a gate - here entering a parcel of not-well-signed private land where you shouldn't camp - and turn sharply
right, following beside a fenceline for 0.1 mile. Confront another gate, exiting private land, just before crossing the wide, sandy
wash of Queen Creek. Look for a cairn or flagging where the trail continues beyond.

Pleasant trail continues in the direction of Picketpost Mountain, crossing beneath US 60 by way of a pair of culverts in a wash.
Arizona Trail tread resumes a short ways beyond, ascending a bit to reach FR 310 at 17.5. Picketpost Windmill, a possible
source (inoperable as of 2008), is located about 0.9 mile west via FR 310 and FR 231 (or 0.2 mile via the wash south of the
highway culvert). Our trail instead crosses FR 310 to reach Picketpost Trailhead, a large dirt parking lot and RV camping area
with vault toilet facilities but no water (17.6, waypoint 03010). (During business hours, water is available at the Boyce
Thompson Southwestern Arboretum, located on US 60 about 1.5 miles east of the GET/AZT crossing. US 60 is now a four-
lane, high-speed divided highway most of the way toward the Arboretum, but offers a wide shoulder and should still be open to
pedestrians in this stretch.)
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G.E.T. Segment 2 Elevation Profile
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Segment from to
Length PHX | ABQ Segment Status Season
26.3 mi. 46 unfinalized but accessible; trail construction ongoing fall, winter, spring
Resources

. . Additional maps:
*Overview Map 2: SUP-MAM i Tonto National Forest (USFS)

Mesa 1:100K Quad (BLM)

$iG.E.T. Topo Maps 6-9 visit PLIC website
» 1 . Q i

Town Guide: Superior Land managing agency: Tonto N.F.
* Water Chart Globe Ranger District (928) 402-6200

BLM Tucson Field Office (520) 258-7200

*Image Gallery: Album 2

Picketpost Trailhead at Forest Route 310. Picketpost Florence-Kelvin Road at Kelvin-Riverside bridge. Take AZ
Trailhead is accessible by passenger car. ~4.5 miles west 177 south from Superior or north from Winkelman. Turn off at
of the town of Superior, or 0.4 mi east of marked highway sign for the village of Kelvin onto Florence-Kelvin Road.
milepoint 221, turn south off US 60 onto FR 231. Follow this paved 2-lane road 1.3 miles, through Kelvin (no
(Formerly obscure, the turnoff has now been signed services) to a dirt road on the right, just before a railroad
"Picketpost Trailhead" by the Forest Service.) Follow dirt crossing and the Kelvin-Riverside bridge over the Gila River.
FR 231 0.3 mi., passing likely defunct Picketpost Windmill, Follow this dirt road 0.3 mi, past a house at the top of a small
to a junction and turn left, now on FR 310. Take this road climb. Take the road heading left/westerly (not up steep hill),
0.7 mi. to its end at Picketpost Trailhead, with ample to reach a parking area above railroad tracks in ~0.6 mi. from
parking. Overnight parking allowed, but no camping at Florence-Kelvin Rd. Flagging (incomplete trail) heads west, or
trailhead. you can join the railroad grade which is the interim route of the

GET (AZT) in this segment.

Relatively small and little-known, yet big on solitude and Sonoran desert charm, the BLM White Canyon Wilderness is the
centerpiece of this adventurous segment. Expect to be surprised and impressed with the Superstition-esque landscapes
preserved in this parcel of wildland, but your inspiration here must first be earned. For the hiking is rugged and often primitive,
with a healthy dose of elevation gain and loss, and the incomplete trail route is likely to test your navigational skills.

One day - perhaps within the next half-decade - our GET route will likely follow completed Arizona Trail tread throughout. For
now, it uses the Arizona Trail's current de facto route on foot trail and 4WD roads from Picketpost Trailhead southward through
the Wilderness area, then seeks out recently completed trail tread near the Gila River, a spectacular and well-constructed
stretch which now persists for some 6 miles. This new trail work largely eliminates a confusing bit of rugged, cross-country travel
that was formerly required of hikers, now rendering the entire segment much more practical and enjoyable to follow, though care
is still required to keep to the route wherever foot trail remains unbuilt. A 2 mile walk alongside a railroad grade serving the
nearby Ray copper mine leads to segment's end near the tiny village of Kelvin (basically no services - see below). Or you can
follow flagging and survey stakes (but no constructed tread as of early '09) above the railroad grade, the next likely section of
trail to be completed in this area.
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Potable water - of which the long-journeying Gila here is generally not - is scarce in Segment 3, but thankfully there is one
excellent, perennial source at an artesian well approximately halfway along. (As well, Wilson's Trailer Court in Kelvin, half a mile
north of the route, offers water from an outside spigot as a courtesy to hikers.)

Picketpost Trailhead lacks water, and the nearest certain source is nearly 15 miles away in the middle of this segment. (See
comments at the end of Chapter 2 for information on potential off-route sources within range of Picketpost Trailhead.)

Two hiking routes proceed south from the parking area. Facing south, the right-most option is the "old" AZT route, which follows
a jeep road beyond the locked gate here, paralleling Alamo Canyon's wash. The left-most option is the new, permanent AZT
route on singletrack trail, now signed and open, and is preferable to the old route in terms of scenery and aesthetics. Progress
on the new trail is ongoing, and is part of a large-scale corridor realignment for the Arizona Trail; when this new trail is
completed, perhaps by 2012, the GET will most likely use it in its entirety (although prospects for finding water may remain better
along portions of the old route, specifically at the Walnut Canyon artesian well, which the new route will bypass).

Begin from the trailhead following the new AZT route (the left-most option; waypoint 03010) The trail dips to cross several
branches of Alamo Canyon's wash, then begins a meandering contour along the bajada separating the wash and Picketpost
Mountain. A remnant volcanic feature, Picketpost is comprised of thick deposits of tuff, or solidified ash. At 0.5 of a mile, the trail
crosses an old jeep track. (The jeep track heads southeast toward a small mining adit and the start of a class 3 hiking route to
Picketpost Mountain's summit, an adventurous side trip.) Arizona Trail tread continues to contour through several side drainages
amidst lush Sonoran desert vegetation. Eventually the trail returns to the main wash, parallels it briefly, climbs somewhat away
again, then returns. Here, at 2.4 (waypoint 03065) recently constructed trail heads sharply left. (A former "detour route” in use
during trail construction once continued up Alamo Canyon's wash, passing a cement stock trough near defunct Alamo
Windmill in 1.7 miles, as shown on the map. The trough sometimes holds water, with occasional pools in the drainage nearby,
and is a worthwhile side-hike if you need water at this point, with camping prospects en route.)

Proceed southeast, following the trail up alongside a fork of Alamo Canyon. At 3.2, the trail bends south, climbing and contouring
along a minor ridge. Dipping to cross a drainage at 4.2, a well-engineered climb then rounds a hillside flank. Here the tralil
resumes its southern tack on a secluded contour. Upon gaining a minor saddle, the trail traverses and switchbacks around the
heads of several east-draining washes; in wetter times, a large pool or two are sometimes visible upon approaching the
drainage at 6.0, located within 100 yards or so below the trail crossing (and likewise for the next drainage crossing south - but
don't count on either!). A meandering descent finally leads to dirt, 4WD Forest Route 4 at 7.1 (waypoint 03140). To reach
unreliable Trough Springs (waypoint 03130) head north along this road a short ways to the first drainage crossing and turn left
down the rocky wash. Small pools are occasionally found near the road, or continue to a junction of drainages and head left up
the other one in search of the often-dry spring - here again, just pools among the rocks.

From 7.1, a recently-built singletrack section continues east, directly across FR 4. As of spring 2009 the trail was built for the first
1.2 miles, then flagged and staked en route to a sandy wash, with a carsonite post located here (MP 8.5, waypoint 03150).
(Eventually the constructed trail will continue south as a contouring affair, away from the wash - the black dashed line on the
topo map.) For now, we rejoin the interim AZT/GET route by turning left (south) up the wash to a junction with a 4WD road at
milepoint 8.7 (waypoint 03160). This junction was marked with carsonite posts for the benefit of those heading northbound
(westbound GET).

At the 4WD junction, follow the rough road south, climbing. (The road also goes west, remaining in the drainage.) The road
becomes mercilessly steep as it climbs toward a saddle and gate at 9.4 - where interesting views extend north toward the
Superstitions - then descends thrillingly eastward into a drainage. (The seep shown on the topo map is unreliable, though you
may find a few small wet spots in the drainage here and there following recent rain.) Reach a cairned junction with a larger wash
at 10.1 and turn right. (Westbound hikers look carefully for the cairn where you leave the larger wash to the left.)

In 100 ft, by an Arizona Trail sign, turn left out of the wash onto foot trail. The primitive, little-used trail contours east among lush
desert vegetation, dipping awkwardly into several brushy gullies, then climbs to a viewful saddle at 11.2. A good dry camp could
be made here. Pass through a gate on the saddle and descend to the boundary of BLM White Canyon Wilderness, here leaving
the Tonto National Forest. Grand views extend down the colorful canyon to the south, its striated walls looking very much like
sandstone but composed primarily of welded volcanic tuff. The trail soon becomes vague as it approaches a brushy flat at 11.6.
(waypoint 03200) (Westbounders: from the flat, note the prominent "Hole in the Rock" feature just north, toward which the trail
climbs, passing immediately to the left of the outcrop.)
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From the flat, follow cairns south into the canyon, first over bedrock a short distance, then on rough trail which traverses
gradually downhill along the canyon's east side. Cross the canyon's wash at 12.3, then back again in a short ways. The trail now
becomes an overgrown 2-track road. Follow it around the base of the prominent escarpment dividing our unnamed canyon and
the Wilderness area's namesake White Canyon, then as it turns south, descending to a junction at the wilderness boundary at
14.0. (waypoint 03230) Turn left here onto a more improved dirt road. (Westbound: leave this road to the right at a carsonite
post, heading over a low berm intended to deter motorized vehicles.) Reach a T-intersection at 14.2, and turn right. (A left would
lead into White Canyon itself, offering perennial water in its secluded upper reaches.)

A sharp right off the main road at 14.8 leads a short distance to an artesian well in Walnut Canyon (waypoint 03240). Here a
metal spigot pours forth year-round with fine-tasting, if tepid, water. Camping is possible in this impressive setting, but consider
moving away from the road in the event of any late-night vehicle arrivals. (A small camp spot is located a short ways down
Walnut Canyon from the well.) From 14.8, the goal is to rejoin recently completed Arizona Trail tread south near the Gila River
beyond 18.5, which you'll accomplish via a combination of cross-country drainage travel and 4WD roads. From the artesian well,
proceed south, bushwhacking in or alongside the drainage of Walnut Canyon, soon passing a potential shady campsite on the
left. The well often flows for a distance, with possible pools ahead in the drainage, which becomes rockbound, more open and
impressive. Near 15.1 a use trail climbs out of the wash at right, circumventing an awkward pour-over, then returns to the
drainage within 100 yards. A narrow 4WD track crosses the wash at 15.6. Head left (east) here on the road, which soon turns
south along a bench above the main drainage. A roadside campsite might prove appropriate for hikers, and offers fine views.
The rocky 4WD now climbs roughly with switchbacks to a height-of-land junction at 16.3, where we follow it (the most prominent
road) left. Passing over another height-of-land the road commences a steep descent among lush Sonoran desert vegetation to a
wide sandy wash at 17.3. A left in the wash goes to "Section 30" spring in a mile, a few potential pools in a side drainage. Our
route instead turns right, following the wash south.

At 18.4 (waypoint 03247) ignore a road that leaves the wash at right (west). Then at 18.5 pick up a fenceline 2-track that exits
the wash at left (east). (Or to visit the Gila River continue down the wash another 0.1 of a mile to the river's north bank.) The
fenceline track is the new Arizona Trail alignment here. At the second minor drainage crossing, at 18.8 (waypoint 03250), foot
trail leaves the fenceline at left, heading northeast, soon passing a large cairn. The trail meanders along a scenic south-facing
slope above the river, which soon enters a "narrows" that may have been created by the river's downcutting into a rising granite
intrusion. In any case, the terrain soon becomes exceptionally bouldery, yet the trail has been built to a very high standard, a
pleasure to walk.

The trail crosses several steep side drainages of The Spine (as shown on the map), generally on a well-graded contour. It then
crosses a wide sandy wash via cairns at 21.9. The trail then contours over to a powerline service 2-track road, reaching it at 22.7
(waypoint 03270) and turning right onto it just briefly before climbing away at left, again as singletrack. As of spring '09 the trail
from here to 24.4 was brand new and easy to follow. After gaining the crest of a minor ridge, the trail descends eastward to
cross a prominent wash at 23.1 (waypoint 03350), then turns southeast, undulating in and out of minor drainages amidst lush
Sonoran desert vegetation. At 24.1 (waypoint 03400), the trail reaches the northwest side of a fence corner and turns east. The
terrain soon steepens as the contouring trail nears the Gila River, paralleling its north bank above it, then descending into the
flood plain, where the fence line comes in again. Follow the narrow, mesquite-lined corridor east to another fence corner,
passing through a gate, where constructed trail ended (spring '09). From here you can follow flagging and stakes without trail
tread 3.1 miles east, then another 0.6 mi. to segment's end at Florence-Kelvin Road. Otherwise, continue with the flags for 100
yards or less, then turn right (south) to follow the interim route of the GET as mapped. Find a way through the mesquite and
tamarisk - and passing some shady camping opportunities - to a railroad bridge across the silty and generally unpotable Gila
River, at 24.5 (waypoint 03410).

From the east end of the railroad trestle, the mapped route heads east along the grade of the Copper Basin Railroad, 1.7 miles
to the Kelvin-Riverside bridge over the Gila. Be very careful walking near the tracks, which serve an active rail line to and from
the Ray copper mine complex northeast of Kelvin. At 26.0, leave the tracks before the narrow trestle bridge and bushwhack a
short ways north to a dirt road. Turn right (east) onto this road, which soon crosses a side drainage (Mineral Creek's wash), then
ends at a junction with paved Florence-Kelvin Road at 26.3, just north of the Kelvin-Riverside Bridge (waypoint 04010, elev.
1781"). The tiny community of Kelvin is spread out along this 2-lane paved road immediately north of here. There are no services
in Kelvin, but the owners of Wilson's Trailer Court - half a mile north - do allow hikers to obtain water from a spigot by a chain
link fence along the side of their house. (No loitering please.) If the spigot is off for some reason, you might try at the nearby
highway department building/yard, which reportedly has a water spigot accessible outside. The next potential water on route is
about 8 miles ahead at a spring-fed trough in Ripsey Wash, reached in Segment 4.
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Florence-Kelvin Road at Kelvin-Riverside bridge. Take Arizona Trail at Freeman Road. From AZ 77 at Dudleyville,
AZ 177 south from Superior or north from Winkelman. head west on dirt 2WD Freeman Road 12 miles, crossing a
Turn off at sign for the village of Kelvin onto Florence- cattle guard just before Arizona Trail tread meets the road at
Kelvin Road. Follow this paved 2-lane road 1.3 miles, right by a carsonite post. Park here off the road, or turn right
through Kelvin (no services) to a dirt road on the right, just (north) onto a rough track that leads about 0.3 mi. to an
before a railroad crossing and the Kelvin-Riverside bridge impromptu, more secluded parking/camping area at left.

over the Gila River. Follow this dirt road 0.3 mi, past a
house at the top of a small climb. Take the road heading
left/westerly (not up steep hill), to reach a parking area
above railroad tracks in ~0.6 mi. from Florence-Kelvin Rd.
Park here and follow the dirt road on foot back to F-K Rd
to access the route in Segment 4.

The remote Tortilla Mountains extend south from the Gila River toward the Santa Catalina range, and we follow their lead in this
segment, winding among Sonoran desert foothills and mesquite-lined washes, and encountering few if any people. Except for
the first 8 miles or so, the terrain here is fairly mellow - a welcome break from, or lead-in to, the challenges in Segment 3.
Navigation is also relatively straightforward, but the Arizona Trail route that you'll follow changes surfaces frequently - from
singletrack to 4WD road and back - so be alert at junctions and look for cairns, posts, and flagging leading the way ahead. As of
spring 2008, trailbuilding progress on this stretch of the AZT was largely complete, with several miles of recently-built tread
winding through interesting terrain. You'll likely find some water other than the (generally polluted) Gila River in the first half of
this segment, and in springtime a public water cache for AZ Trail hikers is sometimes encountered at the very end. Otherwise
the terrain is likely to be dry.

Head south on paved, 2-lane (and mostly quiet) Florence-Kelvin Road, crossing the Kelvin-Riverside bridge over the Gila River.
(The Gila is generally unpotable here, but developed water may be available at Wilson's Trailer Court in Kelvin to the north. See
Chapter 3 for more information.) Follow this road as it climbs (don't take the left turn onto Riverside Road). The road becomes
graded dirt in less than a half mile. At 1.2 miles, (elev. 2072") an Arizona Trail carsonite post may be visible on the left (south),
marking the AZT's turn-off into a wash with a powerline visible nearby.
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At 1.6 the AZT/GET leaves the wash on its left side to join an old 4WD track, which it follows to 2.3, just before the road reaches
a gate. Here foot trail resumes at right. The trail is marked with cairns and is relatively easy to follow through open Sonoran
desert scrub as it continues to a metal gate at 2.9.

Now the trail climbs moderately with the aid of switchbacks to crest a gravelly ridge, where occasional large cairns guide the way
along the meandering height of land. The town of Kearny comes into view off to the east, well below along the banks of the Gila.
Trail tread disappears momentarily on the approach to the "Big Hill," (as the trail community has unofficially named the little
conical peak) but the way ahead is straightforward enough. Soon rejoin constructed trail near 6.0, (elev. 3526") and begin a well-
graded descent toward the west via switchbacks. The views here are commanding, with the White Canyon Wilderness visible to
the north, the Tortilla Mountains toward the south (including the gumdrop profile of Antelope Peak, approached in Segment 5),
and the Santa Catalina Mountains' skyline far beyond. Even Picacho Peak is visible, the oft-climbed volcanic plug charging
skyward on the western horizon.

Foot trail continues into a minor canyon (waypoint 04110) then reaches a wider wash by a metal gate at 7.3. Walk southeast
down the wash, watching for a large (but somewhat hidden) cairn on the left at 7.6 (waypoint 04130). Trail tread leaves the wash
here, continuing to a cairned crossing of wide Ripsey Wash at 7.8 (elev. 2821"). Turning left (south) along the west side of
Ripsey Wash leads to a spring-fed trough in under 0.2 of a mile (waypoint 04150). The trough often contains some water,
although its float valve doesn't work well of late and may be producing only a trickle of fresh water - if any; otherwise you can
follow the PVC pipe to the spring source in the cliff above, sometimes quite shallow and hard to collect from. Camping is
possible in the vicinity, but avoid the main branch of the sandy wash itself in case of vehicles.

Crossing the wash, our AZT/GET route continues as foot trail once more, climbing a minor ridge to a 4WD road junction by a
powerline at 8.4. Continue straight on the road, which descends west to cross a drainage at 8.7. Just beyond, veer left off the
road onto constructed trail again, which undulates rather moronically in and out of the wash. At the trail's 4th crossing of this
wash, 40 yards to the west, is a "100 gallon stock trough," near 9.1 (waypoint 04180). As of spring 2009, a second trough had
also been installed and the old one - full of sand - disabled. The new trough was wet and full upon first inspection, but may also
contain sand and debris at times; its PVC inlet pipe sometimes produces a trickle of water that you can collect from directly.
Otherwise, you might look for pools of water uphill in the side drainage.

Climb to reach a gate on a viewful ridge at 9.8, where constructed trail ends. Turn right and follow a 2-track road, which bends
south to soon reach a better 2-track (waypoint 04200). Turn left onto this road, watching for helpful flagging and/or cairns. A
tenth of a mile beyond, bear right at a 3-way road junction. Take the left fork at 10.7, continuing southeast.

Pass through a gate at 11.9, and turn right, west, along the fenceline on a old 2-track. Turn left where foot trail resumes in a
tenth of a mile (waypoint 04240). The trail wanders through an intriguing upper-Sonoran desert landscape, crossing a couple of
old 2-tracks (and a number of confusing stock paths) along the way. Constructed trail ends at a 2-track crossing at 13.4. Turn
right here, following the 2-track a short distance over to a powerline service road. Here bend left and follow the rough road south.
(Westbounders: the turnoff of the powerline road is marked by a cairn.) The road climbs to the left of a low hill, then reaches a t-
junction in a drainage at 14.3. Turn right here on the road that heads down the drainage.

Reach a better road at 15.0. Heading right (west) here would lead to the Old Ripsey Ranch corral, with a windmill and trough,
in a half mile, a worthwhile detour if you're low on water. (Camping is not allowed at the corral.) Our route instead follows the
road left to cross beneath the powerline twice, then at 15.3 reaches a cairn at constructed AZ Trail tread (waypoint 04300). Turn
right onto the trail. The tread can sometimes be overgrown and indistinct here, but is blazed with occasional cairns and reflective
aluminum markers tied to brush.

Reach a well-defined wash at 16.3. Cross 2WD dirt Old Florence Road at 17.2, then pass through a metal gate and traverse
around a viewful knoll. The Ninety-Six Hills stand low toward the southwest, while southeast beyond nearby private Tecolote
Ranch rises the tawny cone of Antelope Peak. The Santa Catalina "sky island" range inches closer on the southern horizon
above Oracle.

Descend from the knoll to cross a wash. More recently-built trail begins within a half mile, cruising easily southward among
agave, yucca, and mesquite. Although the terrain is fairly flat, small ridges and washes add enjoyable texture. Cross a 4WD road
at 18.6, and then a pair of shady washes offering camping prospects. Beyond, soon skirt "the Boulders" - several weathered
granitic outcrops similar in composition to the rocks atop Mount Lemmon in the Catalinas. Pass through a gate at 19.7, then
cross a hackberry-lined wash a couple of times to reach a gas pipeline service road at 21.2.

Signed trail continues beyond the pipeline road, crossing a pair of 2-tracks - the second set just after descending beneath the
powerline once again. At 22.3 (waypoint 04430) meet graded, 2WD Hayden Ranch Rd, and another road of similar quality
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shortly beyond. Constructed trail ends at another gas pipeline road at 23.1. Turn right, south, following the undulating, arrow-
straight track (ignoring any turnoffs) to 24.1, where singletrack trail resumes at left (east). The AZT/GET rambles pleasantly once
more among upper-Sonoran vegetation, passing a possible springtime water cache beside the trail at right, less than 0.1 mile
before arriving at graded 2WD dirt Freeman Road at 24.6 (elev. 4012"). When stocked and maintained, the public cache for
Arizona Trail hikers is generally obvious - a couple dozen or fewer plastic gallon jugs of water by a mesquite tree, sometimes
with an Arizona Trall hiker register.

G.E.T. Segment 4 Elevation Profile
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Arizona Trail at Freeman Road. From AZ 77 at AZ Hwy 77 at Aravaipa Wash. The GET passes under the
Dudleyville, head west on dirt 2WD Freeman Road 12 highway bridge in the wash, but overnight vehicle parking is
miles, crossing a cattle guard just before Arizona Trall not recommended along the highway shoulder here. Instead
tread meets the road at right by a carsonite post. Park follow AZ 77 half a mile north of bridge to Aravaipa Road and
here off the road, or turn right (north) onto a rough track turn right (east). Continue 0.8 mi. to the small Central AZ

that leads about 0.3 mi. to an impromptu, more secluded College Aravaipa campus, where short-term/overnight parking
parking/camping area at left. should be permissable.

The lone profile of tawny Antelope Peak presides over the first half of this enjoyable segment. Eastbound hikers have been
eyeing this eroded volcanic cone for miles, and now finally get to inspect it at close range. The rolling, well-graded Arizona Trail
hiking experience is more cohesive here than in Segment 4, with less roadwalking and more continuous treadway. Finally,
though, the GET parts company with the Arizona Trail in order to begin a unique and surprisingly efficient cross-country-via-
wash approach toward spectacular Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness (Segment 7). In the process our route passes near perennial
Putnam Spring, by far this segment's best (and only reliable) water source. Here the GET returns to the saguaro-studded Lower
Sonoran desert, passing through an enchanting box canyon on its way toward the lush, tree-lined oasis of the San Pedro River.
Extending over 100 miles from its source in Sonora, Mexico to the Gila River near Winkleman, the San Pedro is one of the
Southwest's finest remaining examples of a low-desert riparian-riverine community. It is also a fragile and highly endangered
ecosystem, due to unsustainable agricultural use of groundwater along its length.

From a carsonite signpost junction of the Arizona Trail and wide, graded 2WD Freeman Road, head east on Freeman Rd. Cross
a cattle guard in 0.15 of a mile, then at 0.35 turn right, south, onto a narrower dirt road. The tri-humped profile of Antelope Peak
is straight ahead, and the Santa Catalina Mountains near Tucson soon appear on the horizon.

Ignore occasional roads heading off at left. At an AZ Trail signpost at 1.5 (mapset waypoint 05030) turn left (east) onto a lesser
2-track. The 2-track bends toward the south, leading to constructed trail tread on the left in a short ways (waypoint 05040).

Marked at intervals by cairns, the trail descends through a shallow gully then contours along the northeast side of Antelope
Peak. At an elevation of 4000 feet, the plant community here is Upper Sonoran, with mesquite, acacia, barrel cactus, prickly
pear, and especially chain-fruit (jumping) cholla on display.
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The GET/AZ Trail undulates southward, negotiating via switchbacks a couple of minor canyons. Camps could be made in the
sandy washes here during dry weather. Beyond, ascend to cross a faint ridgeline 2-track at 4.6. The 2-track rejoins at 5.1 by a
wire gate. Pass through the gate to find the continuation of trail on the left.

Enter a cattle-impacted area, with numerous stock paths crossing the constructed trail. Proceed carefully ahead a short ways to
a 4WD crossing at 5.6 (waypoint 05090). Antelope Tank, an undependable and polluted stock pond, lies 0.3 northeast along
the road.

Cross the 4WD road and follow cairns, soon crossing a minor wash, then climb via constructed switchbacks to a viewful ridge, at
6.0. The Catalina Mountains draw ever nearer to the south above Oracle, while to the east the seemingly unbroken wall of the
Galiuro Mountains belies the splendor of still-hidden Aravaipa Canyon. Continue along the ridge complex to a switchback at 7.1,
where the trail begins a descent.

Reach wide, sandy Putnam Wash at 7.8 and turn left, east in this often "OHV-improved" wash. (Westbounders look for an AZT
carsonite post, cairn, and/or flagging at the junction.) The pock-marked cliff ahead vaguely resembles a giant beehive. Just
beyond it, at 8.2, a 4WD road leaves the wash heading south. Welcome to Beehive Well, a windmill-tank-corral affair that often
has some water. The windmill is inoperable and its well only produces when the rancher turns on a gas-powered pump, but the
large tank may hold a supply regardless - don't expect AquaFina though! The small trough within the corral is another possibility,
sometimes with better water. As the sign says, "no camping allowed" here, as the area is private property.

Here the GET & AZT at last part company, some 70 miles after merging in the Superstitions. The Arizona Trail now turns south
along the 4WD road and remains a non-singletrack affair for a number of miles, while the GET remains eastbound in Putnam
Wash. Continue easily if uneventfully to the confluence with Camp Grant Wash at 11.7. (You may spot a windmill off to the right
en route, non-functional.) The surrounding dark, volcanic slopes of the Black Hills are populated by an impressive density of
saguaros, heralding the GET's return to the Lower Sonoran desert.

At the confluence our route turns left, east, still in Putnam Wash. First, though, you may want to turn right to visit Putnam Spring
(in Camp Grant Wash) in 0.3 of a mile (waypoint 05150). Water sometimes flows down the wash a ways, but the spring's source
is perennial - impressive given its setting directly in the sandy wash, and likely a fault-controlled hydrologic feature. The spring
tastes excellent and is a good alternative to Beehive Well, but be sure to treat it since cows and OHVs have ready access to it.
For the same reasons, you may want to avoid collecting water downstream of the source. A leave-no-trace camp could be made
nearby, out of the wash.

From the confluence of washes at 11.7, follow Putnam Wash east below the steep, narrow cliff walls, passing occasional
cottonwood groves (and on weekends, the odd off-road vehicle enthusiast, a popular passtime among the small-town locals).
Eventually the canyon widens with views of the San Pedro valley ahead. Reach a railroad bridge spanning the wash at 13.8.
Pass beneath the bridge at its south end, following 2-track as it curves right, leaving the wash. Almost immediately arrive at an
offset 4-way road junction. Continuing straight here would lead a pleasant, mostly traffic-free 8.5 miles into the outskirts of
Mammoth - the best option for walkers looking to resupply here (as opposed to hitchhikers, who instead would continue along
the main GET to AZ 77). The Mammoth-bound route is also the way to go if following the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness
bypass route described in Segment 6. The main GET route instead turns left at the 4-way junction, east, and follows a dirt
road among mequite trees one tenth of a mile to a T-intersection. Turn left at the T, north, passing through a gate in a wire
fence. In a short distance reach another T-intersection back in Putham Wash. (GPS here: 32 50.244 110 43.100)

Turn right (east) down the wash, reaching an opportune ford of the normally gentle, ankle-deep San Pedro River just north of its
confluence with Aravaipa Creek, at 14.0 (waypoint 05165). (Erosion caused by monsoonal flooding in July 2006 had left a deep
section of flatwater south of the confluence, but the suggested fording point is normally shallow.) Although often dry a few miles
upstream, the San Pedro typically flows in this area, nourishing a riparian community of cottonwoods, ash, and willow. The
scene is very attractive - a wonderful respite from the open desert - but for safety's sake do not drink from the river here, due to
agricultural and ranching concerns upstream. Camping is possible in the vicinity, but avoid the open flood plain as it often sees
OHV use.

Climb the riverbank beyond the ford, turn right and head up the wash of Aravaipa Creek, soon negotiating a wire fence across
the drainage (installed in an attempt to keep vehicles from accessing the San Pedro via the nearby highway). Walk beneath the
wide overpass bridge of AZ Hwy 77 at 14.3. The segment ends just beyond the overpass on its northeast side, where a swinging
gate in a chain-link fence provides access to the highway. Long-distance hikers note that AZ 77 carries plenty of traffic, or you
could try borrowing someone's phone at the CAC campus along nearby Aravaipa Road (see Ending Access Point above),
calling Foster's Lodge in Mammoth for a possible lift into town (contingent upon overnight stay).
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Segment from to
Length PHX | ABQ Segment Status Season
11.8 mi. 112 finalized & accessible fall, winter, spring
Resources
. Additional maps:
*Overview Map 3: MAM-SAF b ot bl P

Mammoth 1:100K (BLM)

*G.E.T. Topo Maps 14-19 visit PLIC website

* Town Guide: Mammoth :
» Water Chart

Land management agency:

o : G R SR I gl O (Aravaipa Canyon permits)
b dole WHar A s (1 o B s D BLM Safford Field Office (928) 348-4400
*Image Gallery: Album 3 Brandenburg Ranger Station (520) 357-
6185
AZ Hwy 77 at Aravaipa Wash. The GET passes under Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness west trailhead. (NOTE: An
the highway bridge in the wash, but overnight vehicle Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness use permit must be obtained
parking is not recommended along the highway shoulder before arrival here if entering the Wilderness in Segment 7.
here. Instead follow AZ 77 half a mile north of bridge to See Chapter 7 of this guide for more info.) Turn east off AZ
Aravaipa Road and turn right (east). Continue 0.8 mi. to Hwy 77 onto paved Aravaipa Road, which becomes dirt 2WD
the small Central AZ College Aravaipa Campus, where in ~4 mi. The GET route joins the road about halfway to the
short-term/overnight parking should be permissable. (A trailhead. Continue past the Brandenburg Ranger Station (9
shortcut to the GET in Aravaipa Wash continues E on mi.) to the large dirt lot at the end of Aravaipa Rd., 12 miles
Aravaipa Rd, then S via a powerline service road, as from the AZ 77 turnoff. No camping allowed at the trailhead or
shown on the topo map set.) surrounding Nature Conservancy land.

The main purpose of this segment is to connect the San Pedro River valley with Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness, which eastbound
thru-hikers have no doubt been anticipating. Section hikers arriving by vehicle will be tempted to drive right to the Wilderness
trailhead at the east end of this segment. And why not? Aravaipa Road heads directly there, and with only a few bumps in the
track. But while Segment 6 may not be a day-hiker's premier destination, it is an efficient, fairly interesting and enjoyable walk en
route "from here to there." Thru-hikers may even find the layout rather nifty. It's surprisingly good given the conspicuous lack of
foot trail - suitably remote-feeling in its initial miles up Aravaipa Creek's wide flood plain, scenic and charming as it continues
along an unpaved portion of Aravaipa Road. Hikers who commit to this segment will also have another reason to smile - they'll
become among the informed few who know the lower Aravaipa watershed, who have been where the perennial waters of the
creek slowly sink beneath the surface, and who've seen how the land responds. Here they'll read the little-known afterword to
Aravaipa's miraculous tale.

TRAVEL ALERT: Because this segment (6) ends at the west entrance of Aravaipa Canyon, hikers intending to continue
eastbound beyond Aravaipa Canyon, and who are unable to obtain the requisite permit to enter the Wilderness should detour
around GET Segments 6 and 7 via the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness bypass route, as described at the end of this segment.

The main GET route begins at the AZ Hwy 77 bridge over Aravaipa Creek's wash, a half mile south of Aravaipa Road. Walking
in the wash, which is actually a wide, braided flood plain, is somewhat rugged but not to be avoided, except in times of high
runoff from Aravaipa Canyon. Nevertheless, hikers wishing to avoid the wash walk can instead use Aravaipa Road, following it
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all the way to Aravaipa Canyon's west trailhead, and rejoining the main GET route along the way. Total distance between Hwy
77 and the Aravaipa trailhead is comparable along either route.

From Aravaipa Creek wash at the AZ Hwy 77 overpass (mapset waypoint 06010) (if joining the route from the highway, climb
down to the wash from the NE corner of the bridge via an access road and gate) proceed east, immediately negotiating a wire
fence across the wash. (A private property sign on the fence should be of no concern to someone on foot, according to locals.)
The wide, rocky wash is typically dry here, but the likelihood of encountering some flowing water improves as you continue up-
canyon. Increased sedimentation from the July 2006 flood has caused the lower creek to flow sub-surface for a greater distance
than was previously common.

The drainage widens considerably by milepoint 0.5, where scattered residences are visible just off to the north. There is no set
route ahead in the flood plain, and the description here (and on the maps) may vary somewhat from your experience. Just follow
the path of least resistance while avoiding any parcels of private land along the banks. Cross a powerline and its service road in
the wash at 1.3, then another 4WD road at 2.1. Soon beyond, a lesser drainage on the left (north) offers access to the
surrounding mesquite forest, with nearby shady camping potential out of the washes. (The GET remains in Aravaipa Wash.)

Desert broom and other hardy alluvium-colonizers add a splash of greenery to Aravaipa's drainage, but do not really impede
progress. In fact, most of the lowest-lying vegetation here was carried off during the '06 flood, which deposited a lot of loose
sand in its place. Occasional tangles of dead cottonwood trees that you pass hint at the large-scale deforestation that the floods
wrought within Aravaipa Canyon. On the horizon behind you, Antelope Peak is visible across the San Pedro valley, while ahead
lies prominent Brandenburg Mountain near the mouth of Aravaipa Canyon.

Reach a wire fence running perpendicular to the drainage at 4.2 and climb over or crawl under it, remaining in the drainage. You
may well find Aravaipa Creek flowing in the vicinity of two fish barriers installed across the drainage ahead. These low, cement
dams are designed to keep non-native fish from continuing upstream to Aravaipa Canyon proper, where they would otherwise
compete with native fish such as the spikedace, a threatened species in Arizona. Prior to the flood, the dams were about 4 feet
high and were easily negotiated at the north side of the drainage. Now the dams are effectively higher, due to erosion of
impounded sediment. Because of this, and since the creek not far beyond flows through private land, the recommended GET
route therefore bails out to Aravaipa Road at 4.8 (waypoint 06080) prior to reaching the dams, following a brush-free corridor
along the north bank of the drainage toward the (visible) dirt road. (Westbounders turn left off Aravaipa Road into the drainage
just before the road curves right.)

Dirt 2WD Aravaipa Road soon climbs away from the creek, passing several residences. Ahead, the canyon of Aravaipa Creek
begins to deepen, and sweeping views include a vantage of quaint Aravaipa Farms below, at 6.3, where organic produce is
sometimes for sale.

The road briefly returns to the canyon bottom before climbing to Brandenburg Ranger Station at 8.9. The small station, which is
only sporadically staffed, can issue last-minute permits for Aravaipa Canyon when vacancies are available. A single, free
campsite is nearby (first-come, first-served), the only legal place to camp until entering BLM Wilderness about 4 miles ahead.
The campsite might squeeze 2 or 3 small parties in a pinch. Year-round drinking water is available from a faucet on the side of
the ranger station building, with a vault toilet located near the campsite.

At 9.2 cross a steel car bridge in the shadow of dramatic redrock Brandenburg Mountain. The cactus-strewn cliffs contrast
intriguingly with the cottonwoods and exotic palm trees at quaint little ranches beside the road. The creek is close by, though it
generally remains inaccessible on private land.

At length, the dusty road climbs to reach the trailhead parking lot for Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness, at 11.8, the end of this
segment. A sign-in register, vault toilet, and self-service pay station are located here. Refer to Segment 7 of the guidebook for
more information about Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness permits and fees. Camping at the trailhead is not permitted.
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ALTERNATE ROUTE: ARAVAIPA CANYON WILDERNESS BYPASS

Hikers who find it necessary to bypass Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness - for instance, to avoid dealing with the permit system, or
when permits happen to be unavailable - can instead follow this bypass route. But please note: Because Aravaipa Canyon cuts
deeply into a rugged mountain range - the Galiuros - which otherwise presents a barrier to east-west progress, few roads or
trails cross the range nearby. So this detour is fairly out-of-the-way, and is therefore lengthier than the main route by about 12
miles. This detour is mostly on primitive roads, generally little-travelled graded dirt or rough 4WD tracks, and is by and large a
scenic and attractive alternative, even if it lacks the erstwhile charm of Aravaipa Canyon. The route also passes through the
town of Mammoth along the way, so is fairly convenient for hikers already planning a layover there.

This alternate route bypasses all of the main route in Segment 6, as well as the first 10 miles of Segment 7 in Aravaipa Canyon.
It begins on the west near AZ Highway 77 and ends near the east entrance of Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness at Turkey Creek.

From the offset 4-way road junction at mile 13.8 in Segment 5, (waypoint 05160) eastbound hikers follow the southbound dirt
road, paralleling the railroad grade. This road continues all the way to the outskirts of Mammoth, generally near the old railroad
and outside the San Pedro River's riparian zone. Approaching the outskirts of Mammoth, the graded dirt road reaches a t-
junction by a cattle guard; turn left here (east) onto paved Camino Rio, then right onto AZ 77 at 8.1 (waypoint 06300). (One
could also hitchhike down AZ 77 from the main GET crossing into Mammoth, but would not be advised to hike along this winding
2-lane highway.)

Follow AZ 77 into town. Corker's One Stop convenience store is on the right, with Foster's Lodge a short ways beyond. Here, at
8.6, our detour turns left at the fork onto Main Street. Pass Main Market and then the laundromat on the left. At 9.5 (elev. 2300
turn left (east) onto Copper Creek Rd, crossing the wide wash of the San Pedro River at the edge of town. (Be sure to pick up
water before proceeding.) Stealth camping may be possible in the mequite thickets beyond the wash. At 10.3, turn left (north)
onto paved River Road. Continue to signed 2WD unpaved Cowboy Miller Rd at 11.6 and turn right, east.

Cowboy Miller Rd proceeds 8.1 straightforward miles into the foothills of the Galiuros. It becomes a 4WD track as it approaches
Dry Camp Canyon. Keep right at 19.7, (waypoint 06340) bypassing the road to Dry Camp itself, as shown on maps. Where the
track crosses the canyon's wash at 20.1 (waypoint 06350), leave it and head east up the wash itself. In less than 0.1 mile, a
lesser drainage enters from the left. Take this drainage. Despite a few scrambles over the bedrock bottom, you may well find
some pools of water, including an improved spring in a shady setting at 21.3 (waypoint 06360). Secluded camping is possible in
the vicinity.

Three ATV tracks converge upon the spring. Take the right-most track, immediately leaving the drainage on its south bank. The
2-track climbs sharply among the final saguaro-cloaked hillsides of an eastbound hiker's journey, ending at a t-junction with a
wider, rockier 4WD road at 22.1 (06370). This is informally known as the Rug Road, and is a cult favorite of off-highway vehicle
enthusiasts, due to its rough, steep, and scenic qualities. The Rug Road takes it name from pieces of carpet that motorists have
used to fill washed out sections of the road. Yep - it's that rough. Outside of weekends, though, the Rug Road is fairly quiet, and
the high-desert scenery it traverses is outstanding. You'll follow it the rest of the way to Turkey Creek at the east end of the
detour.
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Turn left (north), climbing to reach a saddle at 23.0 (elev. 5400"). The Rug Road becomes a roller-coaster ride as it now
descends and climbs steeply through several prominent canyons that drain north into Aravaipa Canyon. You'll wonder how any
vehicle could manage this road, with its perpetual fare of loose, softball-and-basketball-size volcanic rocks, wash-outs, and long,
steep grades. The Rug Road crosses lateral tracks in Virgus and Parsons canyons, and in Parsons, possible water in the
creekbed near a former homestead - a good shady camping spot.

Views eastward open dramatically after passing an old corral at 29.2, with the rugged Santa Teresa Mountains prominent on the
horizon. Now begin a long descent into Turkey Creek, as the road bravely cuts through a "slickrock" sedimentary layer in the
company of colorful cliffs. Breathe a hearty sigh of relief as the road finally bottoms out in the riparian zone of Turkey Creek at
32.2 (waypoint 07510, elev. 3300"). (Westbounders looks carefully for the Rug Road as it switchbacks away through a cliff cut on
the west bank of Turkey Creek.) The creek is normally dry here.

Eastbounders now have two options for travel. One is to turn left and walk north down Turkey Creek to its confluence with
perennial Aravaipa Creek and a resumption of the main route in 2.6 miles. This point is at mile 10.4 of Segment 7, just east of
the Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness boundary. .

The other travel option from the Rug Road is to turn right in Turkey Creek, heading south. Walking south up Turkey Creek and
beyond via the Turkey Creek alternate, described in Segment 8, leads to the community of Klondyke in 10 miles. This alternate
can be a good option for hikers planning to resupply or layover in the Klondyke area. Turkey Creek sometimes has water up-
canyon. See Segment 8 for more information.

G.E.T. Aravaipa Canyon Bypass Elevation Profile
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Segment Status

finalized & accessible

Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness west trailhead. (NOTE:
An Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness use permit must be
obtained before arrival here if entering the Wilderness.
See Segment Overview below.) 10 mi N of Mammoth, or
11 mi. S of Winkelman, turn east off AZ Hwy 77 onto
paved Aravaipa Road, which becomes dirt 2WD in ~4 mi.
(This road is also the alternate GET walking route in
Segment 6.) The main GET route (Seg 6) joins the road
about halfway to the trailhead. Continue past the
Brandenburg Ranger Station (9 mi.) to the large dirt lot at
the end of Aravaipa Rd., 12 miles from the AZ 77 turnoff.
No camping allowed at the trailhead or surrounding Nature

Conservancy land.

Season

all year

Additional maps:
Mammoth 1:100K (BLM)
visit PLIC website
Brandenburg Mtn (USGS)
Booger Canyon (USGS)

Land management agency:

(Aravaipa Canyon permits)

BLM Safford Field Office (928) 348-4400
Brandenburg Ranger Station (520) 357-
6185

Klondyke Ranger Station (928) 828-3380

Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness east trailhead. (NOTE: An
Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness use permit must be obtained
before arriving here if entering the Wilderness.

From I-10 at Willcox: Take Exit 340 north (left) toward Bonita

along the Ft. Grant Road. At the "T" in Bonita, turn left and go
38 miles to the East trailhead on rough 2WD dirt Aravaipa

Canyon Rd.

From US 70 at Safford: Take US 70 west past Pima and turn

left on Klondyke Road (turnoff marked Aravaipa Rd). On this
graded dirt road, go 24 miles to the "Y" intersection, turn right
and go another 16 miles to the trailhead, which is near the
junction of Aravaipa and Bear canyons.

Aravaipa might well be considered Arizona's "Grand Canyon of the Sonoran Desert." For like its neighbor to the north, Aravaipa
Canyon is also a place born of water, uplift, and erosion - a great curving and carving of the land into a sheer-walled labyrinth of
light and color, liquid and life. In terms of geography, this grand canyon is small - a fifth as high, its main passage walkable in
just a day or two. Yet by measure of its life, Aravaipa is a place of rare grandeur. Its perennial creek, fed by artesian waters from
past Ice Ages, harbors more native species of fish than any low country stream in Arizona. Aravaipa Creek and its tributaries
nurture some 1000 acres of diverse, deciduous riparian forest. Mountain lions and bobcats are here, as are bighorn sheep,
javelina, and coatamundi. One hundred and fifty species of bird have been recorded in the canyon, including the large,
unmistakable Great Blue Heron, a common and striking sight in this desert land. For just beyond the leafy shade at creekside,
the saguaros, cholla, and prickly pear of the Sonoran Desert take hold once more, clinging to buff brown slopes worn sheer by

the work of time.

The above was written prior to the devastating flood of summer 2006, which tore through the canyon with a force powerful
enough to uproot full-grown cottonwoods and other native shade trees by the thousands, in some cases depositing them miles
downstream. Much of Aravaipa Creek's riparian corridor was destroyed, opening the canyon bottom to the desert sun and, in an
ironic turn, enhancing the canyon's scenic quality by permitting unrestricted views of the surrounding cliffs. Anyone fortunate
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enough to have experienced the canyon pre- flood will in many ways find it unrecognizable now, so much was the focal point
before on the narrow string of verdant splendor. Yet this canyon is nothing if not resilient; the "river forest" will grow back, as it
has done in the wake of similar floods before (a generational event, history shows). And in this warm, sunny climate, recovery in
the presence of a perennial stream is comparatively quick.

Now as before, Aravaipa Canyon remains a pristine riverine ecosystem due to its designation as a BLM Wilderness area. The
BLM does not maintain trails in the canyon in order to promote "dispersed hiking." In spirit, this is a cross-country hiking
experience - one walks along the bank of Aravaipa Creek until the canyon bends, then crosses to the other bank, and so on.
Social trails did exist before the flood, worn down by hikers as paths of least resistance along the banks. You may still find
remnants of these trails here and there, but by and large you'll be walking along the exposed banks - spits of sand, rock, and
debris between the creek and canyon walls. Sometimes it may seem easier just to slosh up the creek itself - it's usually only
ankle or shin-deep, somewhat quick, but easily negotiated (except in flood, of course, when you should definitely avoid the
canyon). Finding an efficient line of travel is half the fun and most of the challenge in Aravaipa. Expect a pace no faster than 1-2
mph along with numerous creek crossings (perhaps one every quarter mile or oftener) and continuously wet feet. All things
considered, conditions really aren't that bad nowadays; unavoidable blowdowns may need negotiating here and there, and some
"quicksand" may be present (and avoidable), but hiking times to traverse the entire canyon remain essentially unchanged.

In any case, the business side of raw, pristine wilderness in the case of Aravaipa Canyon is the permit system. Everyone
entering the canyon has to have one: day hikers, thru-hikers, overnight campers all. This business is complicated by the fact that
permits are limited in number, usually need to be reserved in advance, and once paid for cannot be changed. Business appears
to be good, though. The Canyon (and probably afterward, you too) will appreciate the patronage... and native solitude. See the
GET Trek Planner chapter on Permits for more info.

At the west trailhead at the end of Aravaipa Road, sign the register (enter your permit number) then follow signs toward Aravaipa
Canyon Wilderness. A rocky trail at right soon leaves the wide track (which ends just ahead at the former ranger residence once
used by Edward Abbey). The trail descends to reach once-sycamore-and-cottonwood-shaded Aravaipa Creek at 0.2 miles
(elev. 2600). You'll find some trees still standing, though, as well as a notable regeneration of riparian vegetation since the flood.
The next mile is located on land owned by the Nature Conservancy, where camping is not allowed. A use trail initially crossed
Aravaipa Creek to follow its south bank, then returned to the creek, and it appears hikers are still going this way. Here you could
ford then look for a resumption of social trail or else walk up the creek itself - the standard options here in Aravaipa. Keep right,
where signed, skirting an off-limits area by a former ranch house just north of the creek. Reach the BLM Wilderness boundary at
1.3, beyond which dispersed camping is permitted.

Progress within Aravaipa Canyon is most easily gauged by way of its side canyons (which, it's worth noting, were largely
unaltered by the floods and remain more biologically intact). These side canyons appear at fairly regular intervals, left and right
as you progress in the main drainage, although some are easy to overlook. Pass a narrow side canyon called Hell's Half Acre on
the right (south bank) at 1.9, which you can explore a short ways to a boulder-choked pour-off - an impressive reminder of the
power of moving water. Ahead, the main canyon briefly narrows into a sheer-walled box composed of dark red schist, where you
are forced to walk in the creek itself. Watch out for areas of quicksand here - it won't pull you under, of course, but can be
difficult to walk out of.

Javelina Canyon, on the left at 3.3, often pours forth a small flow of water. The main canyon floor widens somewhat now, while
orange and buff-colored cliffs of ash-flow tuff soar to more than 1000 feet above the creek. The scene is perhaps most
impressive near Virgus Canyon at 4.3. Good campsites among the bordering cottonwood groves may still be found in the vicinity
of this tributary. More forested camps are also ahead within the next mile, mostly along the south bank.

Booger Canyon joins from the left at 6.2, while the high walls of Aravaipa Canyon - comprised, collectively, of the Galiuro
volcanics group - now diminish somewhat, permitting a sunny mesquite forest just above the riparian creek environment. The
geology of the canyon changes near Hell Hole Canyon at 8.0, where distinctive, cobbly conglomerate cliffs appear eastbound,
rising sharply from the canyon bottom. Hell Hole is perhaps the most rewarding of Aravaipa's tributaries to explore, as it remains
navigable (without impassable pour-offs) for several miles, its slot-like passage narrowing at times to under 20 feet. Be careful
not to take sandy-floored Hell Hole Canyon by mistake, though, as Aravaipa Canyon bends sharply toward the south at the
confluence (waypoint 07100).

Reach the east boundary of Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness at 10.4, (waypoint 07120, elev. 3050") where the canyon of Turkey
Creek converges from the south. Eastbound, you have two options here.
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TURKEY CREEK ALTERNATE ROUTE: This alternate route, described in Chapter 8, follows sometimes-dry Turkey Creek
(where free, permit-less camping is allowed), passing a well-preserved Salado cliff dwelling in 1.3 miles. The alternate route
eventually leaves Turkey Creek to follow 4WD roads over to Fourmile Canyon where it continues to Klondyke Road at Klondyke,
2.4 miles south of the main GET route. The alternate route is a good option for hikers planning to resupply at Klondyke then
continue around the Santa Teresa Wilderness on the south side (via the Buford Hill alternate - see Seg 8). And of course,
westbounders without a permit to enter Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness can bypass the canyon via Turkey Creek and the Rug
Road, as described in Segment 6.

MAIN ROUTE: From the confluence at 10.4 continue east in Aravaipa Canyon via 4WD Aravaipa Canyon Road, soon entering
Nature Conservancy land once more, where camping is not allowed. A few long-adandoned homesteads soon appear at
roadside, a peaceful and contemplative scene. You can follow the road or take a meandering, overgrown trail that eventually
returns to it. Ford Aravaipa Creek a few more times via the road, then reach a junction with Bear Canyon and its 4WD road at
left. Eastbound, take the right fork (westbound, left fork) and momentarily arrive at Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness east trailhead,
at 12.3 (elev. 3190".
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